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Good wintery days to you, Elim –
These cold, wet stretches have afforded me wonderful hours of study and planning. I hope you have found fulfilling,
warm activities as well!
One of the things I’ve learned and shared in worship is about a first-century fishing boat found by the Sea of Galilee in
1986. Scientific dating techniques place the boat in Jesus’ time or shortly thereafter. This boat was mostly built from
low-quality materials and held together with wooden plugs and resin, but it was tended to and reused for decades. It
might have even been used for a century! The boat was obviously made by skilled, resourceful people who had a
healthy dose of ingenuity. These were probably pretty darned good qualities for disciples of Jesus!
I’ve also been reading some of the history of the church and thinking of us today in its lineage. The generations of Elim
are filled with do-ers who saw needs and dreamed up ways to meet the needs. As a small, tangible, current example,
I’ve never seen a post coming down from a kitchen ceiling with electrical outlets. Obviously there was more power
needed in our upstairs kitchen (probably for the Swedish Supper?) so someone figured out how to make it work! They
are useful outlets and I see them being used often! I feel like the cloud of witnesses of Elim and its people still today are
skilled, resourceful people who had and have a healthy dose of ingenuity. I love getting to be with you as the church!
As we continue discerning God’s call to us collectively and individually into this new year and decade, may we hold on to
our tradition which is so dear and think anew as well. You are good at this! I’ve read of it in the pages of your history
and I’ve seen it in you during these first four months together. You are thoughtful, willing, creative do-ers. You love
each other even if you don’t agree with each other about everything which is exactly what we are called to do as God’s
people. I appreciate this very moment with you and look forward to becoming with you as well. Cheers to the strong
line of disciples of Christ from which we come and into which we live.
--Pastor Amy Kay
An added note: There are Sundays and seasons in which it would be
wonderful to be able to use added fabric creatively to accentuate
elements of worship. If you are creative, enjoy dreaming up ways to
make worship a thin place with God for everyone and don’t mind
working with Amy Kay, please see her about an ad hoc type of group.

Please keep in prayer: Darren Ebling (Donna Elvin’s grandson), Al Seadore, Marti
Bauer, Beth Thomas, Bob Jones, Mindy Nicholson, Susan Hamma, Ebba Nelson,
Sawyer Nelson, Callie Rost (Mari Loder’s sister), Norm Yenkey (Mari Loder’s father),
Twila Lindfors, Diane Deckard, LeAnn Everhart, Mary Sommerfeld, Jill Timmons,
Nathan Gray (Lana Rock’s great nephew), Rhonda McEachern (Rita Brown’s sister),
LaReta Olson, and Debbie Brown.
Elim strives to extend the power of prayer to those who feel they would benefit from it. New prayer requests will be
taken at any time. Contact Pastor Amy Kay at 573-808-1980 or email amykay@connectedfairtrade.com, or Wally Bunk, or
email elimsec@gmail.com. Please note that the list will renew every three months on April 1, July 1, Oct. 1, and Jan. 1.
Names will be removed unless there is notification to keep them on the list. Thank you.
MEMBERS: Please review the prayer list and notify the church secretary if names no longer need to be listed. Thanks!

~ CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES ~
Church Council – Met January 6, 2020 at 7:00 PM. Met with the Nominating Committee re: lack of candidates willing to
serve on council. Congregational vote will take place at Annual Meeting to reduce the number of council members
required. 2020 Proposed Budget reviewed, amended, and approved.
Worship & Music: No meeting. Allan Lindfors announced a meeting will take place within the next 2-3 weeks.
Finance & Stewardship: Met January 5 to prepare 2020 Proposed Budget. Discussion and approval followed.
Evangelism: No meeting. Game Day is scheduled for January 19 in the Parish Hall.
Social Ministry: No meeting.
Christian Education: No meeting. Diane Hedberg reported that $306 in donations were received at soup lunch
following Sunday School Christmas Program December 8.
Property: Met January 6.
Memorial: No meeting.
Security Committee: No report.
Next meeting to be held on February 3 at 7:00 p.m.

ANNUAL MEETING AND POTLUCK SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 26, 2020
A report on the highlights of the meeting and the results of the congregational vote will be presented in the March
newsletter. We hope you were able to attend.
CHURCH CLOSINGS
Normal church services will be held as scheduled as much as possible. However, in very unusual circumstances,
church services may be canceled because of weather or other emergencies. The Pastor, in consultation with the Elim
Lutheran Church Council President, will determine the following:

▪
▪

Cancel or delay church services
Cancel or delay an event being held on church property

Our primary concern is for the safety of the members of our congregation and their families. We do not want to put
individuals in situations where driving to church on dangerous roads is required or where coming to church will subject
them to conditions that are not ideal.
For information about cancellations:
▪ Watch KAKE
▪ Watch KWCH
▪ Facebook
Cancellations will occur by 8:00 A.M. on Sunday morning or at least an hour and a half before any other scheduled
event. This is to allow for notice to go out before individuals from out of town prepare to come to the church.

WELCA NEWS
WELCA had a busy 2019 year, and we are already off to a good start for
2020. We hope and pray that more women of WELCA will become involved,
and give us ideas and wanted events that would be welcomed by WELCA
and stay with the goal of community involvement, church assistance, and
international attention. Our first WELCA Board meeting (which we welcome
any person to attend) was attended by our new Pastor – Amy Kay Pavlovich
– and Gayle Nelson, church secretary.
Gayle asked WELCA (and Elim) to become involved with the Christmas Shoebox Project that is organized and led by
Fremount Church and their congregation. WELCA voted to do so, and you will get more information about these
important “boxes” from Gayle. We can become involved immediately, and the list of needed goods will be asked for
each month. They will be “assembled” in November 2020, and Elim can assist by helping with the assembly – or just
bring donated items each month. This is a year-long project and very worthwhile.
WELCA also showed support for our community and surrounding communities by agreeing to donate $200 to
“Bethlehem Revisited” – an event that those 34 who attended in December 2019 truly enjoyed. They do NOT charge
any admission, so the donation will show that Elim hopes the experience will continue in the upcoming December. We
also voted to give $100 each to Ashby House and Rescue Mission in Salina. If there are any other worthy causes you
would like to see us donate to, please let one of the officers know and we will consider it at our next meeting. You are
even welcomed to come to the meeting and give us your suggestion.
WELCA Executive Board discussed other activities for 2020 with the assistance of our new pastor, Rev. Amy Kay. We will
be celebrating WELCA Sunday on March 22, 2020 with Julie Olson working with Pastor about the “women of influence in
religion”. It will be a learning experience for everyone. WELCA will also be doing a breakfast that morning from 9:30 –
10:55 a.m. Since many people seemed to enjoy the egg casserole, fruit, cinnamon rolls and juice/coffee at our last
breakfast, we will be repeating that on March 22, 2020. Please mark your calendars to attend WELCA Sunday and
breakfast that day. We will be putting up “volunteer lists” on the bulletin board soon. Please assist us with this busy
morning.
In addition, WELCA agreed to assist with Confirmation Sunday on April 19, 2020, by decorating tables for each
confirmand and family, and to serve some goodies during the coffee fellowship time of 10:30 – 11:00 a.m. Again, if you
want to assist with “goodies”, decorating, or serving, please volunteer to do so by contacting JoAn Lindfors, President of
WELCA.
The year is off to a fast pace, but we need your help and volunteering. Please sign up on the bulletin board for
the Riverview Birthday parties on the last Friday of the month, and Sing-alongs on the third Sunday of each month at
4:00 p.m. We need volunteers for these very important activities at Riverview Estates. In addition, Beth Thomas has
graciously agreed to set up the “Meals on Wheels” for February, 2020, so volunteer for that as well. We couldn’t
continue to do the good work of spreading God’s word and works without your continued support. Thank you.

President: JoAn Lindfors; Vice-President: Diane Talbott; Secretary: Jackie Larson; and Treasurer:
Cindy Bunk.

SAMARITAN’S PURSE OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX
WELCA has agreed to sponsor a monthly collection of items to help fill the
Christmas Shoeboxes for 2020. Freemount Lutheran Church supports the ministry
of Samaritan’s Purse, an international relief agency who gifts the filled shoeboxes to
children all around the world, and brings to them the word of God. Elim is joining with
Freemount Lutheran Church and Marquette Methodist Church in gathering items for the
shoeboxes throughout the year. These items are then packed in the designated shoeboxes at a
packing party held at Freemount Lutheran Church in mid-November. 306 shoeboxes were filled last year at
Freemount! 10,569,405 were filled worldwide in 2019. Each box contains items specific to girls and boys of varying
ages. We will be listing items needed per month in the bulletin and Messenger. There will also be lists posted on the
bulletin board, and a box or basket for the items in the Parish Hall and the back of the sanctuary, starting in February.
Please help with this wonderful cause, and join with our fellow Christians in the community by donating items for needy
children around the world. THANK YOU!
Here’s the list for each month. Underlined items are needed for EVERY box, the remaining items are extras.
January and February:

Socks for boys and girls, all sizes
Scarves, stocking caps, gloves or mittens
For girls: small sewing kits, fabric square (Fat Quarters), seam rippers,
sewing tape measures, pins, needles, and other sewing supplies

March:

Fun stuff!! Small cars, balls, harmonicas, kazoos, yo-yo’s, slinky’s, small Etch-a-Sketches, jump ropes,
noise makers, Legos, puzzles, jacks, small games, dolls, Barbies, Beanie Babies, stuffed animals, BOOKS.

April:

Brushes, Toothbrushes and floss

May:

T-shirts, sunglasses, ball caps, visors, hairclips, play jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries),
umbrella. Use your imagination for useful items children of all ages can use!

June:

Flip-flops, canvas shoes, clothing (shorts, leggings, t-shirts, dresses)

May:

For boys: small hammer, nails, rolls of twine, fishing supplies

August:

School supplies: pens, pencils, pencil sharpeners, crayons, markers, stamps with ink pads, glue sticks
coloring books, solar calculators, rulers, etc.

September:

Bar soap, washcloths, solid deodorant for boys and girls

October:

Collect donations for shipping costs ($9.00 per shoebox)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THIS MINISTRY
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Members of Elim, I need your help. The Messenger is your source for information about our church and its members.
Please take the opportunity to share ideas, suggestions, and material for the newsletter. Pictures are great too. (Sorry
that lack of color and editing doesn’t always present the best picture.) Christian inspirational and/or humorous
anecdotes are welcome. No politics or negativity, please. Send your ideas to elimsec@gmail.com. THANK YOU!
Gayle Nelson
Elim Lutheran Church Secretary

ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH T-SHIRTS are currently being sold by the Youth Group as a fundraiser for their mission trip in
March 2020. Ask any of the Youth Group for an order form, or find one by the bulletin board and fill it out to give to one
of the youth. The t-shirts come in gray or teal, and will have a design stating “Be the Light / Matthew 5:14”. Sizes range
from Youth Extra-Small to Adults 4XL and will be sold for $15 – $23 (depending on size). Pay in advance and make
checks payable to Elim Youth Group. To date approximately 90 shirts have been sold. There are extra’s already printed
and available in sizes small, medium, large and extra large. Check with Carly Peterson if you are interested in purchasing
the ones currently available. The Youth Group will continue to take orders for a final printing in March. Please support
our Youth Group and order yours today!!

VALENTINE’S DINNER
Elim Youth Group is once again preparing and serving a Valentine’s
dinner on FEBRUARY 15 at 6:00-8:00 PM at Elim Lutheran Church
Parish Hall. The meal includes spaghetti, breadsticks, salad and
dessert. Cost is $5.00 per meal and take-out is available. Reservations
can be made for specific times, and tickets are sold in advance and
available through any Youth Group member or by calling Hannah Jones
at (620) 245-7352 or Carly Peterson at (785) 280-2039. Please
purchase your tickets no later than February 9. It’s a fun and
delicious way to celebrate Valentine’s Day and support our youth.
Proceeds from the ticket sales will go towards the mission trip to
Florida in March.

DON’T MISS OUT ON THIS ENJOYABLE EVENING WITH THE YOUTH GROUP
Meals for Youth Group and Confirmation Students: We still need many volunteers to prepare meals for the Youth
Group/Confirmation Students in February through May. The meals are served in the Parish Hall at 6:30 PM on
Wednesday evenings prior to the Youth Group meeting and confirmation class. Plan on serving 25 hungry youth! Please
bring meals at 6:00 PM to set up the counter for serving. Contact Tammy Feil at 620-242-4764 if you are willing to
make a meal or two! THANKS!
THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FOR PROVIDING MEALS FOR OUR YOUTH IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY:
Dec. 11 – Gayle Nelson, Jan. 8 – Beth Thomas and Cindy Bunk, Jan. 15 – Linda Johnson, Jan. 22 – Lois Johnson, Jan. 29 –
Pastor Amy Kay.
UPCOMING EVENTS HOSTED BY THE EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
The Evangelism Committee cancelled the GAME DAY scheduled for January 19 due to event conflicts. The committee
plans to reschedule GAME DAY, so be watching for the new date and time!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! The Evangelism Committee will be hosting a SKATING PARTY on March 29, 2020. More
details to come.

EVANGELISM COMMITTEES HOSTS FCA BREAKFAST
The Evangelism Committee hosted a breakfast for the Little River
High School FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes) on Friday,
January 24, starting at 7:30 AM. Members of the committee
provided muffins, fruit, juice and milk for the group. Pastor Amy
Kay gave an opening prayer and words of inspiration. The
committee plans to host other FCA breakfasts in the near future
for area schools, including Smoky Valley High School.

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
Thrivent members are reminded to check your Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2019. You can direct them to Elim Lutheran
Church before March 31, 2020. Elim is thankful for all Choice Dollars. To date, Elim Lutheran Church has received
$888.00 from Choice Dollars donated in 2019. THANK YOU!
If you have any questions, Justin Carlson with Thrivent Financial will be available Friday, March 6 from 3:00-6:00 PM at
the Sundstrom building in downtown Lindsborg. Bring your Thrivent member ID.

SERVING THE LORD
IN FEBRUARY
ACOLYTES:
Ethan Able, Dawson Feil
ALTAR FLOWERS:
9 – Fred Peterson
23 - _______________________________________
GREETERS:
2 – Matt and Diane Hedberg
9 – Darren Able & family
16 - _______________________________________
23- ________________________________________
26- ___________________________(Ash Wednesday)

USHERS:
Scott Johnson – Captain; Randy Jirak, Scott Feil,
Bob Jones, Monte Loder, Joel Nelson , Linn Nelson,
Steve Patrick, Kenny Talbott, Tyler French.
_______________________________________________________________

PLEASE SIGN UP… AND THANKS!
PLEASE look at the 2020 signup sheets on the
bulletin board and decide the date(s) you would be
willing to serve as greeter, lector, for altar flowers,
coffee hostess, or Riverview Singalong or Birthday
Parties. There is also a signup sheet for Meals on
Wheels in February. All is worthwhile and much
appreciated. Bless you for serving the church.

LECTORS:
2 – Diane Hedberg
9 – Darren Able
16 - ________________________________________
23- ________________________________________
26- ___________________________(Ash Wednesday)
COMMUNION SETUP/CLEANUP:
February 2 – Setup: Charlotte Knackstedt
Jayleen Sellhorn
COMMUNION ASSISTANT:
2 – Allan Lindfors (Presentation of Our Lord)
16 – Lana Rock
CHILDREN’S SERMON:
9 – Julie Olson
23 – GOSPEL SUNDAY (no Children’s Sermon)
RIVERVIEW SING-ALONG:
16 – Jackie Larson and Brooke Olson
RIVERVIEW BIRTHDAY PARTY:
February – Treat provider:_______________________
Helper:______________________________
COFFEE HOSTESS:
2 - __________________________________________________
9 - __________________________________________________
16 – Brooke Olson
23 – _________________________________________________
23 – _________________________________________________

COFFEE HOST/HOSTESSES ARE ALWAYS NEEDED!
Please sign up in the kitchen if you are interested.
Just bring a snack and plug in the coffeepot at 9:30
AM for fellowship at 10:30 AM. THANK YOU!
_____________________________________
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BEING ON A COMMITTEE,
please notify any of the following: Allan Lindfors
(Worship and Music Committee), Diane Hedberg or
Tammy Feil (Christian Ed. Committee), Kelly French
(Evangelism Committee), Scott Johnson (Finance &
Stewardship Committee), Janis Larson (Memorial
Committee), Randy Jirak (Property Committee), Scott
Feil (Security Committee), or Peter Hamma (Social
Ministry Committee). New committee member listings
will be posted in the February Messenger.

CHECK OUT THE ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH WEBSITE at
www/elimmarquette.org for the current church events,
pictures, and the Messenger. Elim also has a Facebook page
with lots of great pictures of recent services and events.

January 12: Given by Mo and Gayle Nelson to the glory of
God for the love of family and friends. May all God’s children
stay well and safe. The Chiefs too!

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
2
4
6
7
7
8
10
11
16
18
18
19
20
24
25
26
27
27
28
28

Skye Farris
Joel Nelson
Eric Edwards
Justin Rock
Sandra Myers
Dori Staggs
Korbin Niegsch
Bob Jones
Katrina Sickmon
Karen Teague
Brynne Weber
Gracie Brady
McKenzie Brady
Kendal Brueggen
Jody Lindh
Jamie Nelson
Tom French
Jake Loder
Wyatt Reid
Maggie Lindfors

January 26: Given by Janis Larson and Carolyn (KK) Larson in
loving memory of their parents Philip and Edna Larson, and to
the winning spirit of our Heavenly Father and our Lord Jesus
Christ.
NOTE: Both arrangements this month were with red and yellow flowers.
______________________________________________________________

Monthly Financial Report
[As presented at Church Council Meeting 01/06/2020]

Beginning Balance as of 12/01/19:
Revenue:
Expenses:
Ending Balance as of 12/31/19:

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE NEXT
RED CROSS BLOODMOBILES SCHEDULED AT
ELIM LUTHERAN CHURCH PARISH HALL

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
14

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Hudson

$ 24, 899.39
$ 17,078.78
$-10,276.85
$ 31,701.32

27 years

______________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH SECRETARY at
elimsec@gmail.com if the dates are incorrect, or a person
needs to be added or subtracted. THANK YOU.

REMINDER TO COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Please notify the church secretary via elimsec@gmail.com
about upcoming meetings or activities so it can be included in
the bulletins and/or Messenger. THANKS!

The first 2 Bloodmobiles are scheduled for Tuesday,
February 4 and Tuesday, April 7, and for the following
months of June, August, and October (exact dates to be
determined). The Bloodmobile runs from 1:00 – 7:00 PM.
Appointments are necessary. Contact Linda Johnson if you
have further questions. Thank you for donating.
__________________________________________________
ONLINE GIVING
Please consider ONLINE GIVING It is an easy and convenient way to
ensure your offering gets “in the plate” on a weekly or monthly
basis. With everyone’s busy lifestyles, church attendance is not
always possible. With online giving, you don’t have to worry that
you missed a Sunday. Simply go to www.elimmarquette.org. Click
on the GIVE ONLINE button on the homepage. The ONLINE
DONATION page will come up where you can select the DONATION
FREQUENCY (one time, weekly, or monthly). Create your own
account by clicking “Create Profile” button. If you do a General Fund
donation, click continue to select a checking or savings account and
complete the required information. Don’t forget to click on
PROCESS to submit your authorized donation. THANK YOU FOR
YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT.

Elim Lutheran Church Calendar for FEBRUARY 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2 Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
Presentation of Our Lord
Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Junior Choir – 10:20 AM
Coffee & Fellowship - 10:30 AM
Worship w/ HC - 11:00 AM

9 Fifth Sunday of Epiphany

3

4

Sunday School – 9:30 AM
Junior Choir – 10:20 AM
Coffee & Fellowship - 10:30 AM
Worship w/ HC - 11:00 AM

7:00 PM –
Council Meeting

1:00 – 7:00 PM
Red Cross
Bloodmobile

10

11

8

13

14
Valentine’s
Day

15
YOUTH GROUP
Valentine’s Dinner
6:00-8:00 PM

20

21

22

27

28

29

2:00 PM –
Riverview
Birthday Party

KEY:
HC = Holy Communion
HS = High School

6:30 PM – HS Youth Group &
Confirmation Class Meal
7:00 PM – Youth Group &
Confirmation Class
7:30 PM – Senior Choir

12
6:30 PM – HS Youth Group &
Confirmation Class Meal
7:00 PM – Youth Group &
Confirmation Class
7:30 PM – Senior Choir

17

18

19
Bulletin Deadline
6:30 PM – HS Youth Group &
Confirmation Class Meal
7:00 PM – Youth Group &
Confirmation Class
7:30 PM – Senior Choir

Messenger Deadline

23 Transfiguration of Our Lord 24

GOSPEL MUSIC SUNDAY - 11:00 AM

7

Bulletin Deadline

4:00 PM – Riverview Sing-along

Sunday School – 9:30 AM
Junior Choir – 10:20 AM
Coffee & Fellowship - 10:30 AM

6

Bulletin Deadline

Sunday School – 9:30 AM
Junior Choir – 10:20 AM
Coffee & Fellowship - 10:30 AM
Worship w/ Children’s Message - 11:00
AM

16 Sixth Sunday of Epiphany

5

25

26
ASH WEDNESDAY
Bulletin Deadline
1:30 PM – Quilting Group
6:30 PM – HS Youth Group &
Confirmation Class Meal
7:00 PM –Ash Wednesday
Service
(8:00 PM – Senior Choir)

